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The cons for a maintenance/decriminalization policy are as follows:

•	 Drugs such as cocaine, amphetamines, and heroin that are easily available to 
adults could also be abused by youths, similar to cigarettes and alcohol.

•	 More people would be tempted to try legalized controlled substances, which 
could result in an increase in abuse-related problems.

•	 Legalizing psychoactive substances would convey some form of acceptance of 
their use, similar to alcohol and tobacco use.

•	 Making psychoactive substances legal may reduce the incentive for individu-
als, addicted to these substances, to enter drug treatment or pursue a drug-free 
lifestyle.162

One current policy that continues to be controversial is legalized medical marijuana. 
Currently, 25 states—Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington—and the District of Columbia have enacted 
laws to legalize medical marijuana (see Figure 16.4).163 California was the first state to 
pass a legal medical marijuana law, designated as the Compassionate Use Act of 1996. 
This allows seriously ill Californians the right to obtain and use marijuana for medical 
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